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EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
JANE MCMANUS STORM CAZNEAU AND
THE GALVESTON BAY AND TEXAS LAND COMPANY
by Linda S. Hudson
3
Although several publications focus on her activities during the Mexican-
American War, little has been written about Jane Cazneau's early years in Texas
or her experiences with the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company.l Jane
Maria Eliza McManus was born April 6, 1807, near Troy, New York. Her
parents, William and Catherine Coons McManus, a local politician and his
wife, were of New York Irish and Palatine pioneer stock who had migrated to
British America decades before the French and Indian War and settled along the
Hudson River. Her fonnal education began at age five under the direction of
Sarah Starr in Connecticut. In 1823 she entered Emma Willard's Troy Female
Seminary, but instead of completing her studies, married Allen B. Stann in
1825, and they had a son, William M. Storm, the following year. For reasons
that remain unknown the couple moved to New York City where the marriage
failed. In 1832, Jane McManus, using her maiden name, kept books for
Anthony Dey, director of the Galveston Bay and Texa.'i Land Company. Women
did not typically work in offices at that time but the names and addresses of the
Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company stockholders, the amount of stock
they held, and company expenses were entered in Jane's distinctive hand-
writing. According to witnesses, she visited Aaron Burr's office in the evenings
where she rranslated promotional materials on Texas into the German
Language.1
Alarmed at the influx of Americans into Texas, the Mexican government
had restricted immigration from the United States with the Law of April 6,
1830, and only Europeans or Mexicans were to settle in Texas. In October
1830. Dey had combined the empresario grants of an American, David G.
Burnet, a Gennan, Joseph Vehlein, and a Mexican, Lorenzo de Zavala, and
formed the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company. Dey's company,
consisting of financial backers from New York and Boston, controlled thirteen
million acres covering twenty present-day East Texas counties in an area that
stretched from Louisiana westward to the Brazos River and from the Gulf of
Mexico to north of Nacogdoches. Although it was illegal under Mexican law,
company representatives sold land scrip for five cents an acre to prospective
settlers who reserved the right to settle a certain number of acres within the
area. The Mexican government had issued the Vehlein Grant and the Austin and
Williams grant that replaced the expired Rohert Leftwich grant for German
immigrants. Lorenzo de Zavala, stockholder and Mexican minister to France,
promoted Texas land to perspective Gennan, Swiss, and French colonists.'
In September and October 1832, Jane McManus and her younger brother,
Robert. purchased Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company scrip. Robert's
certificates were sent to Troy in care of a family friend, United States Senator
William L. Marcy. Jane McManus then proposed to the company trustees that
she sell scrip in England and Ireland while Robert served as company agent and
surveyor in Texas. Dey issued her a power of attorney to do so but the other
trustees, William H. Sumner and George Curtis, rejected her offer. They
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recommended that Robert be hired as a surveyor for George N. Nixon, the
company's agent in Nacogdoches.4
The list or Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company stockholders did not
include Aaron Burr or Jane's father, William McManus, but contains other
familiar persons.5
STOCKHOLDERS IN GALVESTON BAY AND TEXAS LAND COMPANY
NAME ADDRESS SHARES
Allen, Moses 47 Wall 10
Allen, Gilbert 51 Wall 10
Anthone, Theoppiley 240 Front 2
Austin, Thomas (T.E. Davis) 5
Axtell, Dan'I C. 8
Bates, George 221 Hudson I
Beale, Benjamin (C. Edwards) 2
Bignall, David 146 Broadway 4
Blake, George I
Boller, Peter 2
Bolles, William B. - Wall 1
Bonney, Benjamin W. 63 Cody 22
Booth, Wm. A. 124 Front St. 1
Booth & Atterbury Exchange PI. 1
Bartol, Barnaby 53 West 8
Boswell, Hartwell 2
Buckner, Wm. G. 42 Wall St. 20
Bullock, Moulton 14 Wall 20
Burrill, Alonza, M. 5 Broad I
Bushnell,Orsamy 3 Napoleon J
Campbell, Duncan P. 57 Broadway 5
Catlin, Chas. T. 5 Broad 4
Catlin, Lynde (J.M. Wilkinson) 7
Clarkson, David 49 Wall 4
Clute, John D. 182 Pearl I
Cramer, John 143 Mercer I
Crownshield, Jacob 34 Hudson 7
Currier, Jahn 20
Curtis, Goo. & Edward 17 Hanover 10
Curtis, George 17 Hanover 2
Daber, Phillip 161 Front St. 1
Dart, Russell 123 Mayfair Ln. 2
Davis, Thos. E. 42 Wall 10
DeForest, Chas. Grand Gorge, NY 10
Dey, Catherine A. 8
Dey, Anthony 63 Admiral 66
Edwards, Charles .....page damaged
Enero(sp?), John .....page damaged
Ferris, John Thomas 378 Greenwich 5
Graham, John L.
Graham, David 34 Beekman
Gray, Maria 86 South
Gregory, Dudley L. 3 Courthouse
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Griswold, George 86 South
Griswold, Cornelia W. 86 South
Griswold. George, Jnr. 86 South
Griswold, Nathan L. 86 South page damaged
Haggerty, John Pear] & Pine 8
Hamilton, Alex., Jr. 24 Broad St. 1
Harbun, A.B. 42 Wall 8
Hart, Jim Phillip 22 South St. 1
Hayes, Newban J97 Broadway 2
Hemingway, Luke 3 Courthouse 4
Henrique, J.M. 42 Wall 4
Henry, Alex.
Hurd, Jesse 3
Jackson, Henry 8
Jennings, N.J. 31 Nassau 10
Lee, David 141 Front Street II
Lord, Nathaniel 30 Broad St. 39
Lucket, Levin 2
Luckett, Alfred 2
Manning, Jeremiah 35 Front 1
Marsh, Leonard 159 Suffock I
Mead, Walker 25 Wall 10
Mexia, Jos. Ant. (Treat) 3
Miller, Henry 2
Monson, Marcena 32 Varick 33
Munroe, Jr, James 73 Murrey 3
Nelson, James 8
Nevins, Refsell Wall 5
Nevins, Rufus L. Wall 4
Noland, Wm. 4
Oliver, Francis 1. 10
Packard, Issac (D. Selden) 10
Perkins, Cyrus 13 Barclay 2
Poinsett, Joel (Treat) 10
Ratalje?, Jeronimus E. 42 Green 2
Rebout, John B. 1
Richards, Nathaniel 149 Chambers 8
Russel. Ruth A. 4
Russell, Isreal 26 Front I
Sedwick, Roderick 5
Shaw, Latimer R. 125 Pearl 1
Sill, Horace A. 87 South 22
Slacker, John 8
Smith, Charles 5
Smith, Herman 86 South 3
Smith, Wm. Sidney 3
Spofford & Tileson 149 Water 8
S1. John, Jr., Saml. 5
Sumner, Wm. H. 28
Swartwout, Saml. Custom House l
Thompson, James (G. Curtis) 1
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Thorne. Jonathan 14 Jacob 5
Tibbits, Elisha 5
Tomlinson, Wm. A. 124 Front I
Treadwell, Daniel 3
Treat, Chauncey (J.Treat) 2
Treat, James 42 Wall 10
Van Dyke, Jas 10
Vehlein l Joseph 123 Liberty Ave page damaged
Wall, Garriot D. "
Whitney, Stephen 71 Front 30
Wilder, S.V.S 13 Exchange I
Woodhull, Caleb 184 Water 10
Woodward, John 19 Platt 3
Zavala, Lorenzo de (Treat) 85
The exact nature of the relationship between Jane McManus and Aaron
Burr where Texas lands were concerned may never be known. Burr and William
McManus were fraternal brothers and political allies, and Dey did have scrip
and a guidebook printed in the German language. Texas und Einlandung zu
einer vortheilhaften Unsiedelwzg daselbt (1835), by a Mexican citizen, ofTered
the advantages of settlement in Texas. The pamphlet directed Gennans to sail
from LeHavre to New Orleans. up the Mississippi River to the Red River, then
across the Texas border to Nacogdoches where their scrip would be exchanged
for land cIaims.6
Personal circumstances first brought Jane McManus and her brother.
Robert, to Texas. In 1832, Jane's grandmother, Mary McManus, made her will,
and at eighty-one years of age did not mention Jane-a grandchild that she once
had paid to have the best education available. The omission may have been to
prevent Allen Storm from laying claim to his wife's inheritance. In Texas,
Spanish Law allowed married women to own separate property, unlike New
York where everything a woman had-land, salary, or children-became the
property of her husband upon marriage to sell, control, or squander. Perhaps it
was BUIT who advised the twenty-five-year-old Jane come to Texas. Before she
sailed from New York in November 1832, Burr suggested that her enterprise
had "the air of Romance and Quixotteism [sic]," but he added that it was not
without precedent. He reminded her of the young Rhode Island woman,
Jemima Wilkinson, who began a similar colony in western New York and
helped the United States lay claim to land deep in British-held territory.7
In New Orleans Jane and Robert McManus met Burr's former partner in
intrigue, Judge James Workman. Workman, a former resident of Charleston,
had been a member of the Mexican Association, which he, Louis Kerr, David
Clark, and Edward Livingston organized after the Louisiana Purchase did not
include Texas. The 300-member group planned to liberate Texas from Spain.
Burr, Workman, Burr's secretary Samuel Swartwout, and others were tried for
treason in 1807 but acquitted. Burr's recruits then settled on land in Arkansas
and Louisiana that had been acquired by Phillip de Neri, the Baron de Bastrop.
In 1821, the baron had assisted Moses Austin in obtaining the empresario grant
in Texas for 300 Louisiana settlers that led to the Anglo settlement of Texas.
Officially, Judge Workman translated Louisiana Spanish law written in the
French language into English for American judges to interpret.s
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In his letter to Workman, Burr introduced Jane McManus as "A Lady!"
and "a woman of business." BUIT assured Workman that she could "send out
one or two hundred substantial settlers in less time .. , than any man or half a
Dozen men whom I this day Know." Burr explained that McManus was her
family's agent, and he requested that Workman write her letters of introduction.
Burr invited Workman to form his opinion of "her talents and of her
competency." Burr thought she was "eminently qualified" and had "that
peculiar discernment or tact in the Character and disposition's of men-a talent
peculiar to her sex." She "also had (which is more rare) courage, Stability and
persevemncc. '.' But enough," Burr advised, "Judge for yourself and act
accordingly." Workman wrote contacts in Texas to expect the New Yorkers. In
December 1832. the siblings arrived in Texas. Jane McManus then purchased
from Samuel Sawyer his power of attorney to locate an eleven-league Mexican
land grant. Sawyer had obtained the grant from Benjamin Lundy who had
planned to settle free blacks from the United States in Texas.~
At the time of Jane's arrival Samuel May Williams, Stephen F. Austin's
partner in settling the area of the original Leftwich Grant, had ordered the
surveys of nineteen unlocated eleven-league grants including that purchased by
McManus. Unbeknown to Jane, Sterling C. Robertson had arrived from
Tennessee and was taking depositions from settlers to prove the Leftwich area
was not unsettled when reassigned to Austin and Williams. That same month
Sam Houston came to parley with Comanches and investigate Indian migration
to Texas. Some 5,000 Creeks had arranged with the Galveston Bay company to
purchase land near Nacogdoches. lo
Wilhams and another partner, John Austin~ located the eleven-league
grants of 48,712 acres for fifty pesos per league plus surveying fees. On January
22, 1833, Charles Sayre, a native of New York, informed Williams that the
"New York Commission" was in Brazoria, and two weeks later wrote that Mrs.
McManus was visiting San Felipe to finalize a purchase. He was "much pleased
with her," and described her as "a very intelligent Lady." Sayre urged Williams
to hurry the fOffilS because McManus wished to return to New Orleans with
Captain Samuel Fuller, who transported trade goods to Texa, and hides and
cotton back to New Orleans. II
On February 8, 1833, Jane and Robert arrived in San Felipe. The town wall
the headquarters of Austin's operations and contained about thirty single and
double log cabins. Williams operated the land office out of his home and
Austin's original office had become Whitesides Inn operated by Jonathan
Peyton and his wife Angelina, two of Austin's first colonists. They, too, had
invested in an eleven-league grant in the upper colony. Possibly Jane stayed at
the inn, for she became friends with Angelina and wrote fondly of her twenty
years years later. I~
On February 8, 1833, Williams transferred Sawyer's power of attorney for
an unlocated eleven-league grant to Dona Jane M. McManus. Sawyer was
director of the Arkansas & Texas, the Rio Grande & Texas, and the Colorado &
Red River land companies. He also represented the Scot and English empre-
sarios James Grant and John Charles Beales with land grants on the Rio
Grande. The transfer document contained the signature of the alcade, Luke
Lcssasieur, and was witnessed by Isaac Jones and W. Barret Travis, then a
resident of San Felipe. As Travis' surviving diary does not begin until the next
August, his impression of the New York woman is unknown.' \
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Jane McManus wrote her declaration of Mexican citizenship in Spanish,
claimed the Catholic religion, and received the maximum amount of land a
Mexican citizen could possess. The Law of April 6, 1830 stated that only
Mexicans could acquire land and the state law set that maximum amount at
eleven square leagues. In 1830, the state of Coahuila y Texas had issued the
grants to finance the state government. Purchasers located the grants on
unoccupied land or issued a power of attorney to others to do so. After paying
survey and registration fees, land commissioners granted possession to the
holder of the grant. Because Austin's and Williams' new colony of less than 100
families had no land commissioner, the nearest alcade certified documents.
McManus probably paid Sawyer $2,000 for the grant because a week earlier,
Robert McAlpin "Three Legged Willie" WilJiamson quoted that amount to his
client, Edward Hanrick, director of the Alabama Land Company in
Montgomery. Williamson informed Hanrick that only four of the large grants
remained unlocated. 14
The grant McManus obtained from Sawyer had been issued originally to
Perfecto Valdez by the state of Coahuila y Texas on July 13, 1830. On July 29.
Valdez transferred his power of attorney to file the land claim to Samuel Bangs
and Isaac Donoho. Bangs was an as~ociate of the abolitionist Lundy and
Donoho was a Santa Fe trader. Sawyer had acquired the grant two months
before transferring it to McManus. Field Notes in the Spanish Collection of the
Texas General Land Office show that on May 1, 1833, William Moore surveyed
the grant specifically for 1\1rs. Jane McManus on the left bank of the Brazos
River slightly above the Waco Indian Village and across from the mouth of the
Bosque River and the limestone cliffs of the Comanche Plateau. William
McLane, William Taylor, and another assistant witnessed the survey notes.
Williams billed McManus $150 for the survey on August 31, 1833. Today, the
49,000 acres extend from Waco's Cameron Park to the vicinity of Elm Mott and
along both sides of Interstate 35. 15
McManus possibly visited the Waco area. Although buyers of eleven-
league grants did not nonnally do so, Williams said that some did. At the time,
settlements existed the 200 miles up the Brazos from San Felipe to the Waco
Indian village. Above Austin's headquarters lay Groce's Landing at the
Coushatta Indian crossing. Next, Andrew Robinson had a ferry near the mouth
of the Navasota River on the Spanish La Bahia Road. Farther upstream, a
trading post identified the abandoned Mexican Fort Tenoxtitlan at the crossing
of the Old San Antonio Road. At the falls of [he Brazos and the head of
navigation, Francis Smith had a trading post where the Comanche Trail ran
eastward to Nacogdoches. Another twenty-odd miles upriver by horseback was
a Cherokee settlement about four miles below what remained of the Waco
Village. In 1829, mixed-blood Cherokee fanners from Tennessee, the most
famous of whom was Jesse Chisolm, killed most of the Waco and Tehuacano
Indians after a raid on their livestock. The Cherokees and their twelve
associated tribes from east of the Mississippi-Creek, Kichai. Shawnee,
Delaware, Kickapoo, Choctow, Caddo, Seminole, Biloxie, Alabama, and
Coushatta-had settled along the Red, Neches, and Sabine rivers. Perhaps Mrs.
McManus, described as dark and a Spanish-looking woman, had planned to
settle her extended family amidst the Indians all along-a possibility that would
explain Burr's comparing her venture to that of Jemima Wilkinson in western
New York 16
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Williams created a power of attorney for Robert to act in his sister's
absence. The siblings were to share the grant and the headrights due them under
Mexican law as settlers. McManus then began surveying with John Am.tin
along the Trinity River and Jane returned to New Orleans. By May 20, 1833,
she was in New York where she entered the expenses of a Florida moss
gathering expedition in Dey's account ledger. 17
Because of fraud and counterleit eleven-league grants, on September 21,
1833, McManus took her copy of the Perfecto Valdez Grant to the Mexican
vice-consul in New York where August Radcliff certified the grant to be true
and valid. McManus then began indenturing German immigrants for $12 per
year for two years service in return for passage to Texas. The presence of these
particular German immigrants can not be explained, but in general Germans
came to America at this time because of high unemployment, bad harvests,
marginal-sized fanns, and a romantic vision of America after the failed
European republican revolutions of 1830. IR
Most Germans entering New Orleans settled in Missouri, but a few trickled
into Texas. Germans had migrated to Texas since 1821 and by 1826 more than
200 residents had Gennan surnames. In 1831, 15,000 Germans came to the
United States. That year, the Galveston Bay Company had one ship load of
settlers turned away by Mexican customs officials because the ship had
disembarked from New York and violated the ban on settlement from the United
States. Some Germans camped near Anahuac where the Mexican Commander
Juan Davis Bradburn allowed them garden plots within the military reserve. On
Mill Creek, Germans had a colony, later named Industry, where they raised
tobacco and manufactured cigars. F. W. Grasmeyer operated a general store in
Matagorda with Jane's future husband, William Leslie Cazneau, then a Boston
cotton buyer. Germans also settled in the Frelsburg community on Cummins
Creek. Newspapers in Germany advertised Texa~ land for sale and de Zavala
promoted migration from Europe while Jos Antonio Mexia directed Germans to
Texas from Matamoros. In June 1833, Johann von Racknitz sailed from Le
Havre with 200 Germans to settle an eight-league grant on the Colorado River
near Bastrop_ Although organized with precision, the colony failed because of
cholera and a lack of funds for supplies and transit inland. 19
Late in September 1833, Mrs. McManus chartered a vessel in New York
to transport her German indentures and supplies to Texas. Charles Sayre, also
bringing Gennans, was to share the cost of the ship, but he was delayed and
withdrew his freight and passengers. In panic, Mrs. McManus wrote Burr for
an additional $250 and pleaded, "I cannot go home, you are aware it drained
their means to pay for the land." Contrary to Mrs. Burr's later allegations, Jane
did not receive funds from Burr. She returned home to Troy, and on October 2,
1833, deeded 500 acres of an unlocated eleven-league grant to Justus Morton
for $250, Morton was grand commander of the New York Commandry of
Knights Templar and a fraternal brother of her father. Although the land was not
McManus' to deed, Morton had a legal-looking instrument he eventually sold
and that later appeared in Matagorda County deed records. 20
In November 1833, Jane, her brother Robert, and their father, Judge
William McManus, an undisclosed number of indentures, auctioneers Logan
and C.H. Vandeveer, and unidentified settlers from Kentucky, arrived in
Matagorda. Elias Wightman and William Selkirk had established the town in
1829 with fIfty-two families from New York and New England. Because of a
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shortage of timber and poor anchorage, the town had grown little since its
founding. 21
Although Mrs. McManus left no memoirs, Mrs. Annie Fisher Harris
described her arrival in Matagorda a few months earlier. The harbor was not
deep enough for ships, so small boats called lighters transported freight and
passengers to and from the deep water to the landing on the Colorado River. A
seven-mile log jam blocked the river's mouth and created a giant marsh. The
pilgrims walked two miles into town along a path newly cut through the six-
foot tall marsh grass from which the town derived its Spanish name-a place of
reeds. While some settlers lived in sheds, tents, or in the open, the Fishers first
lived in a house with no floor and later shared a room with Judge McManus and
his daughter, Jane, at Grasmeyer's store. Harris described Jane as a "woman
adventuress" who was "young and handsome" with letters from important
people and she was "useful and agreeable." Karankawa Indians still lived less
than a mile from town, and when the women came to trade they camped
beneath Grasmeyer's store built on stilts. The Indians had Spanish names, yet
they wore only animal skin skirts and wreaths of leaves around their necks.
During the full moon, Matagorda residents could hear the Indians singing, and
as they danced and beat their drums, coyotes howled in the distance. 22
The indentures broke their contracts with Mrs. McManus and refused to
go further inland. Either they were frightened by Josiah Wilbarger, the local
school teacher who was scalped by Indians upriver and lived to tell of it, or
word spread that Robertson had gained control of the upper colony and refused
to honor Williams' transactions. Perhaps the GenTIans learned they could have
land by filing a claim at the land office.:"
While in Texas Judge McManus acted as Swartwout's agent. Burr's
fonner secretary was customs inspector for the Port of New York, held shares
in the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company, and in those companies under
Sawyer's direction-the Arkansas & Texas, the Rio Grande & Texas, and
Colorado & Red River land companies. Presumably Judge McManus handled
the preliminaries for development of another Swartwout interest, the New
Washington Association. First discussed in 1829, this project was the work of
Dr. Thomas Cooley, a social architect, and John R. Bartlett (1805-1886), later
founder of the American Ethnological Society and United States Boundary
Commissioner. The reformers visited Matagorda in 1833 and then selected the
1,600-acre site of Clopper's Point on Galveston Bay for a social expeliment to
blend Europeans and free blacks in an agricultural and a commercial venture.
The directors were Lorenzo de Zavala, John P. Auslin, James Treat, Stephen
Sicard, James Watson Webb. edilor of the New York Courier & Enquirer, and
Mordecai Noah, editor of the New York Star. Joseph L. Joseph was a financier.
and the general manager was James Morgan. Morgan provisioned a store at
Anahuac for settlers in the area of the Galveston Bay Company where James
Prentiss had purchased scrip and established the Union and Trinity land
companies. Impressed with Judge McManus, on March 31, 1834, the City of
Matagorda deeded him twelve acres of city lots in exchange for his building a
sawmill which would aid in development. In April IR34, Jane and her father
returned to New York where she again entered expenses in Dey's ledgers.'~
Because of New York's liberal laws, the black population had grown by
sixty-five percent in a decade. In 1830, New York had 44,870, or one-third of
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the black population of the northern states. Until 1848 when a Free Soil-
controlled legislature revised the law, New York blacks with $250 in property
could vote and Whigs labeled them "Jackson whites'· because they voted
Democratic. While the American Colonization Society encouraged free blacks
to migrate to Liberia and create a black republic, British Abolitionist George
Thompson, funded by the London-based World Anti-Slavery Society, toured
the United States and declared the American Colonial Society "the enemy of
the people of color." Thompson and William Lloyd Garrison encouraged free
blacks to claim the United States as the country of their birth. In Catholic
countries and Europe, no stigma was attached to being black, thus, the New
Washington venture was a vlable solution to relocate New York's growing
population of unskilled blacks and Europeans.~'
Meanwhile, relations between the Mexican government and the Texans
deteriorated. Since January 1834, Stephen F. Austin had been held in prison in
Mexico City because he advised Texas officials to form a government
independent of Coahuila. Austin was caught in the power struggle between
centralists who wanted Texas controlled from Mexico City and federalists in
Saltillo who wanted Texas to be a part of Coahuila. By March 1834, the
legislature of Coahuila y Texas had moved from Saltillo because of its centralist
leanings to federalist Monclova and sold an additional 400 unlocated, eleven-
league grants to ann a state miliLia. John T. Mason, agent for the Galveston Bay
& Texas Land Company, purchased all 400 grants. In Mexlco City, Anthony
Butler botched plans President Andrew Jackson had for the United States'
buying Texas by not reading his instructions until he reached Mexico City.
Meanwhile, Santa Anna, who had assumed control of the government, ordered
new state elections, named his brother-in-law, Martin Perfecto C6s,
commander-general of the Mexican army, closed Congress, and suspended all
liberal laws passed by his predecessor, Valentfne Gomez Farias. 26
In November 1834, Jane and Robert McManus planned to return to Texas,
but their father was in poor health. On January 18. 1835, WiHiam McManus
died of a heart attack. Word quickly spread of his death and by the end of
January, Swartwout wrote the East Texas surveyor. Jose Maria Carvajal, that
Colonel Frost Thorn of Nacogdoches had assumed McManus's fonner dutics.1'1
Unable to develop the grant near the Waco Indian village because of the
Robertson and Williams dispute over settlement rights, Jane McManus applied
to Williams for eight leagues of land near Matagorda. It was Lhen that the Texas
Revolution began and Mrs. McManus returned to New York where she found a
scandal involving the seventy-six-year-old Burr. In 1834, Aaron Burr's wife of
less than a year filed for divorce to regain control of her remaining finances that
Burr had not spent on Texas land speculations. Mrs. Burr named Jane
McManus in the divorce Bill of Complaint as having had an affair with Burr,
and her maid gave testimony as to explicit sex acts she had witnessed. 2Jl
In October, Texans held a Consultation and called for the restoration of the
Mexican Constitution of 1824. Delegates ordered the land offices closed
because of confusion and arguments over land claims that distracted
participants. During Williams' absences to New Orleans and elsewhere, Gail
Borden, Jr, the son of the local blacksmith, maintained the land records, but
primarily coordinated the Texans' committees of correspondence. Thus, many
claims in the San Felipe land office were unfinlshed. In Nacogdoches, George
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Nixon registered claims beyond the closing date. In all, 1,400 claims were
"unfinished" including the land and headright claims of Jane McManus.19
McManus had more difficulties than unfinished land grants and the Burr
divorce scandal. Williams had altered the land office copy of her Valdez Grant.
He had erased Perfecto Valdez on the first page and inserted Rafael de Aguirre.
Later in court, Williams claimed that Perfecto Valdez was inserted in error on
subsequent pages, but, as Gaylon Greaser, translator of Spanish documents in
the General Land Office explained, mistakes were never erased but lined
through and explained at the end of documents similar to endnotes. The best
explanation is that Williams needed four grants for Handrick's Alabama Land
Company in April 1833, when the speculators came to inspect the land for
which they had made a deposit in the form of drafts that Williams had already
cashed. With the three grants of Tomas de la Vega, Raphael de Aguirre, and Jose
Maria Aguirre still unlocated and with that of Mrs. McManus altered as the
second RafaeJ de Aguirre grant, Williams had four grants for the Alabamians.
Asa Hoxey located the altered grant on the San Gabriel River in present
WilJiamson County.30
While her brother became a hero of the Texas Revolution, Jane traded land
claims for room and board and legal fees for a peIjury suit against Mrs. Burr's
maid. In December 1837, Jane returned to Texas and registered her land claims.
The Texas government refused to honor eleven-league grants because Texan~
thought the 1,100 grants issued by the Monclova legislature in 1&34 and 1835
caused Santa Anna's march north. The Constitution of the Republic denied the
grants purchased by Mason as agent of the Galveston Bay & Texas Land
Company. Furthermore, only Texas residents could own land, claims were to be
registered, and contllcts settled in local courtsY
In January 1838, Jane registered the Waco, Matagorda, and headright
claims that totaled 83,272 acres. The Texas Land Board and Matagorda County
Commissioners agreed that her claims were valid, but others had claimed the
same land. By late November, rumors of the Burr scandal had spread to
Matagorda and Jane's rivals used the gossip to their advantage. A Mississippi
faction with claims to her Matagorda land refused her entry to a public ball.
They claimed that she was unfit for respectable society. The incident almost
caused a duel when Ira R. Lewis, William Cazneau, and Charles DeMorse, later
editor of the Clarksville Northern Standard, defended Jane'!; honor and
challenged the adversaries. The newspaper reported that at a public meeting it
was decided that the circumstance did not merit such drastic action. In January
1839, McManus sold her father's city lots and returned to New York. 32
To earn a living for herself and her son, McManus, again used her married
name, Stonn, and became ajourna1ist. She wrote for the New York Tribune, the
New York Sun, and anonymously for the United States Magazine & Democratic
Review. She returned to Texas on land business in the 1R40s and transferred
one-half of her headright claim to Swartwout for his payment of her legal debts.
Thomas 1. Chambers received the other half for his legal assistance in getting
the claim recognized. According to Swartwout and James Morgan, Jane could
have gotten all her land had she only married Anthony Butler, the former
minister to Mexico, who lived in Washington County, or an unnamed wealthy
New Orleans gentleman. 33
McManus would not settle in Texas but did write on behalf of Texas for
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the New York press. Textual analysis indicates that &he wrote the expansionist
materials in the Sun and on manifest destiny attributed to John L. 0'Sullivan in
the Democratic Review that convinced New Yorkers to vote for James K. Polk
and Texas annexation. Perhaps for her service to Texas, Adolphus Sterne
deeded Jane McManus 1,283 acres of land on Carrizo Creek. She traveled to
Mexico on diplomatic missions during the Mexican War and was involved in
the 1849 Narciso Lopez filibuster activities that resulted in indictment~ of New
Yorkers. It was then that Jane left New York and married Texas border trader
William Cazneau. She wrote of her experiences as Eagle Pass: or L~fe on the
Border (1852). With the assistance of Secretary of State William L. Marcy, she
secured a diplomatic post for William Cazneau in the Dominican Republic. The
Cazneaus spent the remainder of their lives in the Caribbean. Throughout her
career, as Cora Montgomery, Jane promoted territorial and commercial
expansion into Texas, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central America. She
published more than J00 signed newspaper columns in six metropolitan
newspapers, more than twenty articles in three national journals, fifteen or more
books and pamphlets, and edited five or more newspapers and journals. She
was in the process of returning to Texas to continue her land claim battles, but
died at sea in 1878 when the Emily B. Souder came apart in heavy seas and sank
near Bermuda.34
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